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2. Essential 
skills for a 

software tester

A successful software tester must possess a diverse skill 
set to excel in this role. However, worth noting is that 
naturally you don’t have to know much in the beginning, and 
you will never stop learning in your testing journey! 

In general, test experts should have strong analytical and 
problem-solving abilities to identify defects and develop 
solutions. Naturally, communication skills are vital in this 
profession too as testers need to justify, persuade and 
understand various stakeholders. 

For more technical testers, a solid grasp of programming 
languages like Java, Python, or C++ is crucial for 
understanding code structures and debugging errors. 
Familiarity with the most common software development 
methodologies, like Agile, Waterfall, or DevOps, is also 
essential. 

Furthermore, software testers should be proficient in using 
testing tools like Selenium, Robot Framework, JIRA, or 
TestRail to automate and manage testing activities. 

Finally, certifications such as ISTQB, can showcase a tester’s 
commitment to quality and professionalism in the field.
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To enhance your software testing career, pursuing relevant 
certifications and credentials is highly recommended. These 
certifications not only highlight your expertise and commitment to 
the field but also make you more attractive to potential 
employers. 

ISTQB (International Software Testing Qualifications Board) 
certifications are a safe bet if you want to really learn things and 
gain prestigious certifications while doing it. The Foundation level 
certificate is good and worthwhile for all testing professionals, 
whereas the Advanced level Test manager training is good for Test 
managers (or aspiring ones) and the Test automation engineer 
certificate naturally for Test automation professionals. 

Other good ones, specifically for Test managers, are for example 
Scrum master or product owner certificates and worth considering 
are also Prince2-/ IPMA-/ PMP- and Six Sigma certificates.  

For test automation there are so many options that there really 
isn’t any bullet proof list or track you should follow. Instead, you 
should plan while you develop and think about what kind of tools, 
technologies, environments and platforms you should handle and 
then search for appropriate certificates. 

By staying up-to-date with industry trends and acquiring pertinent 
certifications, you will position yourself as a valuable asset in the 
competitive software testing landscape, ultimately accelerating 
your career growth.

6. Relevant 
certifications 
for a software 

tester
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In the software testing industry, building a professional 
network plays an important role in expanding your knowledge, 
staying updated with the latest trends, and discovering new job 
opportunities. 

To cultivate a robust network, you can start by attending 
industry events, conferences, and workshops to connect with 
like-minded professionals and thought leaders. Engage in 
discussions, share your insights, and learn from others’ 
experiences. 

Then you can also join online forums and communities, such as 
LinkedIn groups, Meetup groups and software testing forums, 
to stay connected with your peers and build your networks. 
Going further, you can consider collaborating on projects, 
contributing to open-source tools, or writing articles to 
showcase your expertise. 

By consistently nurturing your relationships and actively 
participating in the software testing community, you can pave 
the way for a successful and fulfilling career.

7. Building a professional network 
in the software testing industry
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https://www.valagroup.com/guides/working-in-consultancy-vs-product-companies/




https://www.valagroup.com/career/sw-quality-career-paths/
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Final Words

There’s a lot of information in this guide. Lots of 

tips, tricks and links you can revisit when needed. But 

no one can remember it all after one read so please 

come back whenever needed. 

Besides sharing valuable information, the other goal 

of this guide is to evoke aspiration towards software 

testing. After all, in our opinion, it’s the best thing 

you can do for a living ;). So, hopefully we succeeded 

in this and if we didn’t, please let us know how we 

could improve this guide!

All the best for your career and hopefully our paths 

will cross in the future!
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